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"Out In The Blue is Jimmy 
Barnesâ€™ 13th studio album, 
following the multi-platinum album 
Double Happiness in 2005. The 12 
new songs were recorded with 
producer Nash Chambers (Kasey 
Chambers, Troy Cassar-Daley) and 
begin a new chapter in the career of 
Australiaâ€™s most successful 
singer. Most of the album was written 
early in 2007 when Jimmy was 
recuperating from open-heart 
surgery. â€œPeople say something 
happens from â€˜out of the 
blueâ€™,â€� says Jimmy. â€œWell;
 I felt for a long time after the operation
 that I wasnâ€™t coming back from 
â€˜out in the blueâ€™. And I was in 
bed one night and I wrote this set of 
lyrics. And basically thatâ€™s the 
story of my life - Iâ€™ve been out in 
the blue. My only lifeline has been 
Jane my wife. Iâ€™ve been out there 
and she helped pull me back in - and I
 really like being back in!â€� The 
operation forced Jimmy to slow down 
and he says, â€œsuddenly a 
floodgate opened. I guess after being 
close to death this whole creative 
urge came back.â€� â€œThis is the 
first new album of my own material 
that Iâ€™ve made since 2001, so for 
me it was about progressing as a 
writer and a singer and trying to make
 better records. With this record I think 
my songwriting has come ahead 
leaps and bounds,â€� he says. 
â€œI think the singing has improved 
too.â€� Jimmy has written the bulk 
of the new material himself. Some 
others grew out of collaborations with 
friends such as Tex Perkins and Nick 
Barker. Neil Finn wrote the track Blue 
Hotel especially for this record and 
there are also contributions from his 
children, Jackie and E.J Barnes. 
When it came time to actually record, 
Jimmy wanted to work with a new 
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"Out In The Blue is Jimmy 
Barnesâ€™ 13th studio album, 
following the multi-platinum album 
Double Happiness in 2005. The 12 
new songs were recorded with 
producer Nash Chambers (Kasey 
Chambers, Troy Cassar-Daley) and 
begin a new chapter in the career of 
Australiaâ€™s most successful 
singer. Most of the album was written 
early in 2007 when Jimmy was 
recuperating from open-heart 
surgery. â€œPeople say something 
happens from â€˜out of the 
blueâ€™,â€� says Jimmy. â€œWell;
 I felt for a long time after the operation
 that I wasnâ€™t coming back from 
â€˜out in the blueâ€™. And I was in 
bed one night and I wrote this set of 
lyrics. And basically thatâ€™s the 
story of my life - Iâ€™ve been out in 
the blue. My only lifeline has been 
Jane my wife. Iâ€™ve been out there 
and she helped pull me back in - and I
 really like being back in!â€� The 
operation forced Jimmy to slow down 
and he says, â€œsuddenly a 
floodgate opened. I guess after being 
close to death this whole creative 
urge came back.â€� â€œThis is the 
first new album of my own material 
that Iâ€™ve made since 2001, so for 
me it was about progressing as a 
writer and a singer and trying to make
 better records. With this record I think 
my songwriting has come ahead 
leaps and bounds,â€� he says. 
â€œI think the singing has improved 
too.â€� Jimmy has written the bulk 
of the new material himself. Some 
others grew out of collaborations with 
friends such as Tex Perkins and Nick 
Barker. Neil Finn wrote the track Blue 
Hotel especially for this record and 
there are also contributions from his 
children, Jackie and E.J Barnes. 
When it came time to actually record, 
Jimmy wanted to work with a new 
producer for the first time in more 
than a decade. Nash Chambers had 
recorded Bird On A Wire, 
Jimmyâ€™s duet with Troy 
Cassar-Daley from Double 
Happiness. â€œI like Nashâ€™s 
work. It reminds me of the production 
that we used to get with Cold Chisel. 
Itâ€™s pure, itâ€™s honest, and 
itâ€™s organic. We were aiming for a
 record that you can put on in five or 
ten or twenty years time and it will still
 sound goodâ€�. The tracks were cut
 in an astounding eight days. Itâ€™s a
 different sound for Jimmy. â€œI have 
a recording studio at the back of my 
house so because I was writing the 
songs up in bed while I was 
recovering I knew couldnâ€™t shriek 
like a banshee when I got into the 
studio, so the songs are lot more 
melodic,â€� he explains. 
â€œTheyâ€™re still tough, but I kept 
the keys down just because of the 
character of the songs, and it seemed
 to fit.â€�. This is very much a rootsy,
 rock album with rockabilly shuffles, 
powerful ballads and flat chat rock 
and roll. And producer Nash 
Chambers has clearly left his mark on
 it. Thematically, itâ€™s a record 
about coming back from the brink and
 enjoying life to the full. â€œThere 
was a sense that there was a light at 
the end of the tunnel,â€� Jimmy 
says, and adds, â€œbut luckily it 
wasnâ€™t a train!â€�"
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